
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 6th, 2020 
 

Mount Sinai Families,  
 
This is a letter that I never thought I would have to write. As you are well aware there will be no 
more “in person” school this year. While we will continue with our distance learning and 
providing the best possible education we can, nothing will ever replace the lost months for all 
of our nation’s students over the last four months of 2020.  
 
While we all anticipated this news was coming it was still a sad day for our staff last Friday. I 
heard from so many teachers that were despondent over not being able to end the year in 
person with their kids. While I always knew how much our teachers cared for their students, 
the last few months have really cemented how connected we all are.  
 
As an elementary school we are gifted with the benefit of time for our students. Our students 
will ultimately have anywhere from seven to 12 years to catch up academically. We will work as 
a school to ensure that the major topics that were not covered in person over these last four 
months are addressed in next year’s curriculum. As difficult as this is, I consider it to be the easy 
part of our task.  
 
The hard part is addressing the social aspect of an unforeseen and unprecedented (in our 
lifetimes) event. Celebrations and traditions were postponed or cancelled. The most natural 
thing in the world is for a five year old to high five or hug everyone they see and we’ve spent 
the last three months begging them not to. Eventually we will return to Mount Sinai Elementary 
in a changed world and it is our job as a school to help them readjust.  
 
One of the social aspects I’ve been worrying about is closure, especially in regards to our 
Kindergarten and Fourth Grade students. Governor Cuomo has announced that Phase 1 of the 
“reopening” will start on May 15th and, depending on the success of Phase 1, there will be a 
Phase 2 announced shortly after with even more restrictions eased. I remain hopeful that these 
eased restrictions will allow us some flexibility in scheduling some sort of celebration for our 
Kindergarten and Fourth Grade students. I do not anticipate that we will be able to have a 
traditional ceremony with all students, parents and grandparents invited. I am hopeful, 
however, that we can be creative in doing something that celebrates our students in the way 
they deserve.  



 
By the end of May, when the rules for social distancing in June are made clear, we will unveil an 
official plan for Kindergarten and Fourth Grade Moving Up ceremonies. Whether that is entirely 
virtual, partly virtual, or something unique that is possible to be done in person depends on 
where we are as a state by that time. As you’ve seen over the past two months, a few weeks 
can mean dramatic differences in policies and guidelines.  
 
You will also be receiving a Messenger soon with details regarding scheduling pickups of 
student belongings and library book/textbook drop-off. As you can imagine, a school of 700 
students picking up belongings is difficult to schedule while maintaining six feet of distance. We 
will be asking parents to sign up for 15 minute slots on specific days in order to manage the 
traffic entering the school. Each classroom will have a day designated over the next three or 
four weeks to have as their "pickup day". This will also allow our custodial staff to clean 
accordingly before and after a class is scheduled. More details will follow soon.  
 
Thank you for your patience and support during this time. I hope that you all continue to stay 
safe and healthy and reach out with any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rob Catlin 
Principal  
Mount Sinai Elementary  

 


